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ploughs may be seized. They have nothing but what
is pawned to the landlord, or to some money-lending
go-between. There is widespread oppression, and the
grinding poverty of the people forces itself into notice.
Bengal, one of the richest soils on the earth, which, in
many parts, is able to support a larger population than
it has, is in such a condition that, if a single season's
rains are withheld, unless help is given by the Govern-
ment and charitably disposed people, it would be deci-
mated by famine. The country produces sufficient in
years of plenty to provide for its people in the years
of scarcity; but as they live from hand to mouth, and
cannot save anything for such contingencies, they are
entirely dependent upon others when the rains fail.

Hindus are unforgiving. They do not quarrel, fight,
shake hands, and become good friends again. Con-
cerning what they term their honour they are very
sensitive, and wait long for an opportunity to avenge
themselves on those who have tarnished it. And, as
they are naturally cowardly, their methods of revenge
are subtle and secret. To strike a blow in the dark is
far more in the way of a Hindu than boldly to accuse
a man of wrong-doing and punish him for it. And
where the offender himself is beyond the reach of direct
attack, it is not beneath a Bengali's view to try to
wound him through his children or other members of
his family. Even though the offence may be apparently
forgotten, if, months or even years after the quarrel, a
favourable opportunity occurs of wreaking vengeance,
it is eagerly seized. I have known charges to lie un-
mentioned for many years, and brought up when at last
time has brought an opportunity of revenge; and I
have known cases where, because of some wretched
family squabble, means have been used to rob